
 

  

Interpretative Declaration of the Holy See upon adoption of the Final Report  

of the Third Review Conference of the Convention on Cluster Munitions 

Vientiane, 18 September 2026 

  

The Holy See expresses its support to the Convention on Cluster Munitions 

(CCM). While sharing the objectives of the “Vientiane Capital Action Plan on the 

implementation of the CCM 2027-2031”, of the “Vientiane Capital Declaration” and 

of the “Draft Review Document on the implementation of the Lausanne Action 

Plan (2022-2026) and the status and operation of the Convention”, as adopted by 

the Third Review Conference of the States Parties to the CCM, the Holy See, 

recalling its declaration upon ratification of the Convention on Cluster  Munitions, 

emphasizes that any reference to “gender” and related terms are understood as 

grounded in biological sexual identity that is male and female. The Holy See does 

not accept any other interpretation or connotation, different from this accepted 

prior usage (Cf. Holy See’s position, also stated at the conclusion of the 4th World 

Conference on Women, Beijing, on 15 September 1995). 


