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Thank you, President.

Article 7 transparency reports are about much more than numbers. They help us assess
challenges, identify unmet needs, recognise achievements, and mobilise assistance. States
Parties and civil society alike rely on these reports to hold one another accountable for delivering
on the Convention’s promises.

Yet reporting remains inconsistent. As documented by the Cluster Munition Monitor 2026, only
around half of States Parties regularly submit annual updates to their transparency reports.

As of 31 July 2026, at least 51 States Parties had not submitted their annual reports covering
2025, due by 30 April 2026. Each missing report leaves a gap in our collective understanding of
implementation.

The continued absence of initial reports is particularly concerning. Five States Parties - Cabo
Verde, Comoros, the Republic of the Congo, Guinea and Rwanda - have still not submitted their
initial Article 7 reports. These reports are now more than a decade overdue. Delays of this
duration are incomprehensible. We urge these States Parties to submit their reports without
further delay. Support is available where needed.

We welcome the dedicated section on transparency in the draft Vientiane Capital Action Plan,
including its emphasis on timely reporting and practical assistance. Its success will depend on
sustained follow-through by every State Party.

We recognise that gathering information across government departments can take time and that
capacity constraints are real. These challenges require practical solutions: clear responsibility for
preparing the report, a reliable process for gathering information, and sufficient time to meet the
deadline. Assistance should be sought early where it is needed. Reporting must become a routine
responsibility that continues through changes in personnel.

The quality of reports matters too. Reports should explain progress, identify obstacles and make
assistance needs clear. Where there have been no changes, States Parties should explicitly say
so. A report that identifies difficulties gives this community an opportunity to help.

President,

The Cluster Munition Coalition calls on every State Party with an overdue report to submit it
promptly. We urge all States Parties to designate responsibility for annual reporting and establish
a process that ensures timely and complete submission every year. We also encourage those
needing support to engage with the Implementation Support Unit and the Coordinator on
Transparency Measures during this conference. We welcome Australia’s contributions to
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improving both the quantity and quality of reporting and to seek synergies with other convention
reporting that could reduce the reporting burden on states.

Let us leave Vientiane with overdue reports submitted or concrete arrangements to complete
them.

Transparency is a legal obligation and a practical expression of our shared commitment to a world
free from cluster munitions.

Let’s do better over the next five years, starting now. Let’s get those reports in!

Thank you.
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