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 I. Background 

1. The agreement between the States Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions 

(CCM) and the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) on the 

Hosting of the CCM Implementation Support Unit (ISU) entered into force on 11 August 

20141 and was endorsed by the Fifth Meeting of States Parties (MSP).2 

2. The Host Agreement states that a review of the said agreement shall be undertaken 

every three years by an MSP or a Review Conference.3 With reviews having taken place in 

2017 and 2020, respectively, the review anticipated by the Twelfth MSP in 20244 was 

postponed to the Thirteenth MSP in September 2025.5 

3. In the 2017 review, the Seventh MSP welcomed the effective implementation “to the 

satisfaction of all parties since its signature and had contributed to the effective functioning 

of the ISU” and decided that the agreement would be assessed again in three years.6  

4. In 2020, the Second Review Conference stated that since the last review, the GICHD 

had effectively continued to provide support to the ISU as per the Host Agreement and further 

noted that in providing financial management “the GICHD internal control system has been 

applied to the expenditures of the ISU and the accounts have been audited yearly, and the 

annual audit reports of the ISU accounts have been provided by the GICHD to the CCM 

Presidency by May each year, as requested by paragraph 5 of the Host Agreement.”7  

  

 * The present document is being issued without formal editing. 

 1  Document CCM/MSP/2014/INF/1, 31 July 2014. 

 2  Document CCM/MSP/2014/6, paragraph 25. 

 3  Host Agreement, item 7, paragraph 1. 

 4  Due to a one-year initial postponement due to COVID. 

 5  CCM/MSP/2024/11, paragraph 77. 
 6   CCM/MSP/2017/12, paragraph 42. 
 7  CCM/CONF/2020/PM.1/WP.5, paragraph 19. 
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5. The review in 2020 further states that “support has been provided while safeguarding 

the need for the ISU to maintain its own corporate identity, including of its website and 

communication system. Regarding human resources, the selection of ISU personnel has 

remained a prerogative of the ISU Director. As foreseen in the Agreement, ISU staff has 

GICHD work contracts, and the ISU applies the Centre’s salary scale. Salary progression 

followed the 2016-2020 ISU budget adopted at the Review Conference” and that “Overall, 

the GICHD has continued to provide support to the ISU and to a level commensurate with 

the provisions set forth in the Agreement. This support has amounted to approximately the 

following: 2016: CHF 95,000 – 2017: CHF 120,000 – 2018: CHF 107,000 – 2019: CHF 

117,000” noting that “The implementation of the Agreement continued to proceed seamlessly 

to the satisfaction of the ISU, the GICHD and of the Convention as a whole. It has been 

characterized by close collaboration between all parties. The arbitration of a third party in 

the form of the CCM Presidency has not been required since the entry into force of the 

Agreement.”  

 II. The 2025 CCM ISU Host Agreement Review 

6. As part of the mandated review of the Host Agreement between the CCM ISU and the 

GICHD by the Twelfth MSP,8 the Thirteenth MSP President requested both parties, i.e., ISU 

and GICHD, to provide their insights on the implementation of the Agreement. 

7. In their assessment, both parties recommended maintaining the Host Agreement in its 

current form as adopted by the Second MSP. They agreed on insights regarding the status of 

the Agreement’s implementation, including the challenges and recommendations on the way 

forward, in the attached joint submission of the ISU and the GICHD, which outlines 

respective observations, assessments, and recommendations for the review. 

8. Following this review, the President proposes the following draft decisions with 

regard to the triannual review of the Host Agreement between the States Parties to the CCM 

and the GICHD, to be reflected in the final report of the Thirteenth MSP: 

1) In the context of its consideration of the status and operation of the Convention, that 

the Agreement between the States Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions 

and the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) on the 

Hosting of the ISU shall be reviewed every three years, and recalling the decision of 

the Twelfth Meeting of States Parties to hold the review at the Thirteenth Meeting of 

States Parties,9 the Meeting expressed appreciation to the President and the Directors 

of the GICHD and the ISU for their work in implementing the review, and noted the 

overview of the review process, as contained in CCM/MSP/2025/__, submitted by 

the President. 

  

  

 8  CCM/MSP/2024/11, paragraph 79. 

 9  CCM/MSP/2024/11, paragraph 79. 
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