Ladies and gentlemen.

| would like to begin by reflecting on the history of cluster munitions contamination in
Lebanon, a dark chapter that has unfolded over many years and continues to impact
our country today. The contamination began around 1978, when Lebanon experienced
several strikes across various locations. However, the period between July and August
2006 was particularly devastating. In just one month, more than 1,278 locations across
Lebanon were bombarded by millions of submunitions, leaving vast areas
contaminated with an overwhelming number of these deadly remnants.

The impact of cluster munitions on the lives of Lebanese has been devastating, and the
impact goes beyond the immediate loss of life. The contamination has hindered
economic productivity, disrupted agriculture and grazing, and affected investments in
construction and development.

In response to the devastating impact of cluster munitions on lives and the socio-
economic fabric, Lebanon took a decisive step on December 3rd, 2008, by signing the
Convention on Cluster Munitions. This commitment was further solidified when
Lebanon ratified the Convention on November 5th, 2010, with the treaty entering into
force on May 1st, 2011.

Following the entry into force of the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM), the
Lebanon Mine Action Center (LMAC) developed a 10-year National Mine Action
Strategy. This strategy was formulated based on the anticipated outcomes of previous
long-term plans and existing data. The objectives and timeline were established with
certain resource assumptions in mind, including the required number of teams and the
overall cost to rid Lebanon of the impact of cluster munitions. However, several factors,
such as funding constraints and inaccuracies in the data, have affected the strategy's
implementation.

By the end of 2018, Lebanon had successfully released 79% of the known areas
contaminated with cluster munitions to end-users. However, given the rate of
clearance and the resources available at that time, Lebanon wouldn’t be able to
achieve the objective of locating, clearing, and destroying all cluster munitions within
its jurisdiction by the initial deadline of May 1st, 2021.

In 2019, Lebanon submitted a formal request to the Meeting of States Parties for a five-
year extension to the deadline for clearing cluster munitions. This request included a
thorough explanation of the challenges that have hindered the complete clearance and
outlined a detailed plan for the extension period.

The plan was primarily based on the remaining contamination recorded in our
database and the average funding that the Lebanon Mine Action Program had received
in previous years. We were confident that if Lebanon could secure similar levels of



annual funding and if the government maintained its contributions for the first three
years of the extension, all known contaminated lands in Lebanon would be safely
released by the end of 2025.

However, in the first three years of the extension period, only 48% of the necessary
funds were secured from international donors, with no contributions from the
Lebanese government due to the ongoing economic crisis and the severe inflation of
the Lebanese currency.

Despite these challenges, we have managed to release 92% of the areas contaminated
with cluster munitions until the end of 2023. Yet, due to a combination of factors—
including the decrease in funding, ongoing conflict in the south, and difficult terrains
that need special equipment and training—Lebanon will not be able to meet its
obligations within the current timeframe. Consequently, we are planning to submit a
second extension request, this time for an additional four years.

Despite our extensive efforts to raise awareness about the dangers of cluster munitions
in Lebanon, accidents continue to occur each year, resulting in both direct and indirect
victims. In accordance with Article 5 of the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM),
Lebanon remains committed to non-discrimination and the inclusion of victims in the
decision-making process.

In closing, | would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all who have supported
Lebanon over the years. Your invaluable support has been crucial. As we approach the
final stages of clearing Lebanon from the impacts of cluster munitions, it is essential to
recognize that these last steps are the most challenging. | urge you to continue your
support, as Lebanon cannot fulfill its international obligations without your ongoing
assistance during this critical time.

Thank you.
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