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Statement of Amb. Abdul-Karim Hashim Mustafa President of the 11MSP

Universalization — item (10a)

Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We will start now the Review of the status and operation of the Convention and other matters
important for achieving the aims of the Convention. The first topic for our discussion will be
Universalization.

As you know, enhancing the universality of the Convention was one of the priorities of the Iraqi
presidency of the Convention, So we worked with determination to enhance the universality of
the Convention with the support of two previous presidencies of the Convention, the United
Kingdom and the Swiss Confederation, and the coordinators of Universalization, Spain and
Malawi, as well as the Implementation Support Unit, in addition to the civil society.

During this period, we focused our efforts on under-represented regions in the Convention, and
we organized and contributed in organizing number of events related to Universalization of the
Convention in the Arab region and Francophone Africa. Our efforts have focused on enhancing
the understanding of non-States Parties on the obligations of the Convention and the positives
achieved from joining it. In October 2022, we held a round table discussion in New York on
the margin of the First Committee meeting of the United Nations General Assembly with
representatives of the Arab Group countries to discuss the obstacles that prevent non state
parties from joining the Convention. In February 2023, we participated in a two-day workshop
sponsored by Switzerland and the United Kingdom in Yaounde - Cameroon, in which
representatives of French-speaking African countries participated. In March 2023, we hosted
the Baghdad workshop with the support of the governments of Norway and the United
Kingdom, in which representatives of the embassies of Arab countries in Baghdad participated.
As a result of these joint efforts, we witnessed this year the accession of two countries to the
Convention, namely the Federal Republic of Nigeria and the Republic of South Sudan. In this
context, we see the importance of continuing the efforts to enhance the universalization of the
Convention, and building on what was achieved during previous presidencies, and maintaining
the momentum.

Irag's commitment to achieving the universality of the Convention will not end when our
presidency ends. Rather, we are prepared to assist Mexico's presidency of the Convention to
continue these efforts.

| wish to thank the Coordinators on Universalization, Spain and Malawi, for their efforts
towards the universalization of the Convention. My thanks also go to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, the ICRC and the Cluster Munition Coalition for their support in promoting
the Convention and inviting States become parties to it. As universalization is a collective
endeavor | would also like to thank all State Parties for their continuous and unwavering
commitment to the universalization of the Convention.



