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[ENGLISH AND ARABIC]
Thank you, Mr. President,

The Cluster Munition Coalition thanks Iraq for preparing its deadline extension request and
for presenting it today. We also thank Iraq for its early submission and for providing
additional information multiple times over the past few months.

We recognize Iraqg remains one of the most heavily cluster munition contaminated countries
and acknowledge the complexities of its large and mixed contamination.

Irag’s request includes all fundamental elements, such as detailed clearance and
survey work plan - for two scenarios of 5 and 16 years pending availability of funding. It also
contains risk education and resource mobilization plans.

There is however still some unclarity in the plans, including in regard to identification of
additional contamination and the overall contamination baseline. We strongly suggest Iraq
prioritizes survey in the first year of its extension to determine additional contamination,
and to provide an update on its actual contamination baseline.

We also want to draw attention to the critical role and need for effective risk education
planning and implementation. In 2022 alone the Monitor recorded over 40 cluster munition
casualties in Irag. This marks the highest annual total of casualties recorded in Iraqg since
2010. It also makes Iraq a State Party with the highest number of cluster munition
casualties recorded last year. Iraq needs to continue refining and expanding its risk
education programs to make them targeted and context specific in order to better protect
populations at risk and prevent further casualties.

Lastly, we are calling on Iraq and all donors and partners to undertake all necessary efforts,
to provide all needed assistance in order to ensure Iraq becomes cluster munitions free as

soon as possible within the next 5 years.

Thank you.
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